	PSALM 116:15
	(Reading: Psalm 116)

	Life In The Face of Death


Dearly loved congregation...

	What was your first thought about verse 15? 
		Did you think, like me, this would make an appropriate sermon for a Christian funeral?
			It would be a tremendous comfort for those missing a loved one.
	And we can naturally take this thought even further.
		I mean, if the death of believers is a precious thing to the LORD, then surely the death of His own Son shows even more how special we are to Him!
			What an assuring theme!

	Now, while all this is true, it's not what the text actually means.
		If it did verse 15 would stand out like a sore thumb compared with the rest of the psalm.
			For after what seems to be a long and severely painful period of suffering, which has seen the psalmist almost dying, to say this would defeat his point.
	Didn't we hear how desperate he was in verse 3, "The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; I was overcome by trouble and sorrow. Then I called on the name of the LORD: "O LORD, save me!"
		It's the absolute pits!
			He was sure he was a goner!

	The LORD heard this cry for mercy. 
		The LORD answered his prayer.
			The LORD preserved his life.
				In the words of a first aspect to this text... IT WAS NOT THE PSALMIST’S TIME.

	There is another occasion in Scripture very similar to this.
		It was what the LORD did with another godly man we read about in the second book of Kings, chapter 20.
			There we find the story of King Hezekiah, when he became so ill and was at the point of death.

	Now, the prophet Isaiah had told the LORD’s word to Hezekiah about this.
		He had said to him, in verse 1 of 2 Kings 20, “This is what the LORD says: Put your house in order, because you will die; you will not recover.”

	Like the Psalmist, however, Hezekiah pleaded with his Saviour God.
		He prayed to the LORD, "Remember, O LORD, how I have walked before you faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have done what is good in your eyes." (2 Kings 20:3)
			And he wept bitterly.

	The LORD heard that prayer; He saw his tears; and He healed Hezekiah.
		He added fifteen more years to his life.
			It wasn't Hezekiah's time.
				Just as in our text... IT WAS NOT THE PSALMIST'S TIME.

	You see, congregation, we may have thought that this psalmist, and Hezekiah, would have been only to happy to go and be with the Lord.
		We know those words the apostle Paul says in Philippians 1:23, "To be with Christ is better by far." 
			Yet, they are still meant to stay on the earth.
				They're not meant to die prematurely. 

	In the words of Charles Spurgeon, "They shall be immortal till their work is done. 
		“When their time shall come to die, then their deaths are very precious. 
			“The Lord watches over their dying beds, smoothes their pillows, sustains their hearts, and receives their souls."

	Friends, it can seem as if life has become very cheap. 
		It can almost be like life doesn't matter at all anymore. 
			There is the growing violence and suicidal despair in our world.
				And there is the human philosophy which legalises this despair, through abortion and euthanasia.

	But we have a God who does care.
		The Saviour God who won't issue His home-call to us until we have done our overseas service for Him.
			In fact, He’s the LORD God who has every life planned out.
				We have to believe that, otherwise He isn’t truly God.

	One church member reminded me of that when our churches in Western Australia were struggling against the government’s legalising of abortion.
		She was commenting about an article, written by one of our leading spokesman in that struggle.
			He had written about the ten thousand unborn babies in the past year who had died illegally, because of the government’s blind eye.
				He called their deaths untimely.

	That lady quite rightly pointed out that no death was ever untimely. 
		She said that no one ever passed away earlier that they were due to die.
			If we believe everything is in the hands of God, then even those deaths, tragic though they were, were not before their time.

	So how much more shouldn’t we believe that the LORD is preserving His own redeemed children!
		He’s making absolutely sure that we will persevere to the end of our time here.

	I mean, think of the cost to Christ!
		He, as God, paid the most expensive price to make us His own, and to keep us as His own.

	It ties in well that the word “precious” here means something of great value.
		In the words of one translation of the text, “The death of the devout costs Yahweh dear.”
	
	Congregation, IT WAS NOT THE PSALMIST'S TIME...BUT IT'S ALWAYS THE LORD'S TIME!
		We come to a second aspect to this verse.
			BUT IT’S ALWAYS THE LORD’S TIME.
	
	This is shown clearly by the phrase in our text, "in the sight of the LORD."
		Far from being something that God just looks and sees happening, this declares that He has everything in our lives in His hands!
			Right down to the tiniest, most intricate, detail, He’s in control!
				IT’S ALWAYS THE LORD’S TIME!

	This phrase has the same meaning as when anyone would oversee a particular project.
		That person is in charge; his directions are what matter; his decision is final.
			The way he looks at things is what matters.
				So we can reword this text, "Precious in the judgment of the LORD is the death of his saints."

	And notice, congregation, what it means for the moment.
		In the words of verses 8 and 9, "For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling, that I may walk before the LORD in the land of the living." 
	
	Again there's that imagery of being under God's eye - "that I may walk before the LORD."
		And for which purpose is there his remaining upon this earth except to serve the Lord?
			The apostle Paul says it all in that first chapter of Philippians: "For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
	“If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labour for me. 
		“Yet what shall I choose? 
			“I don't know! 
	“I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it's more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 
		“Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me." (vv21-26)

	The Psalmist does exactly the same - in verse 12 he can't help but point us straight up: "How can I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me?"
		After our text he affirms it once more: "O LORD, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your maidservant; you have freed me from my chains."

	The psalm swings from that extreme emotion of absolute desperation to the most grateful thankfulness.
		His situation finds him with all kinds of feelings.
			Once he even seems to lose his hope altogether!
				BUT IT'S ALWAYS THE LORD'S TIME.
		
	Congregation, this is why the text is so relevant to us right now!
		It is this God who has so bound Himself to the welfare of His chosen people, that He had His own Son come among us, to live the perfect way His justice demanded.
			And as Jesus lived, so He died, fulfilling the will of his Father in every way.

	It was this sacrifice on our behalf which the psalmist looked forward to, as he sacrificed his thank offerings in the temple of the LORD.
		There he was confirming his vows to the LORD.
			There he showed his complete dependence on God’s promise and covenant with His people.

	There he was calling upon God’s Name again.
		This time, though, it wasn’t to plead with Him in tears, it was a dedicating with joy!
			In the words of a third aspect to this verse... AND THAT’S WHY WE HAVE THIS TIME!

	Congregation, it’s no wonder that this psalm has become used this way by the Church through the ages.
		The 1662 English Prayer Book, for example, uses much of this psalm to make up the Form for Thanksgiving after childbirth.

	You see, the birth of child is a gracious and precious gift.
		It comes in the face of suffering and much death.
			And so the dedication of thanksgiving is offered up to the LORD.

	How much isn’t this truer about God’s greatest gift to us - His one and only Son, Jesus Christ?
		That came through the greatest suffering. 
			That was by the most terrible death.
	And so it’s quite appropriate that the other area the Church has traditionally used this psalm, has been in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.
		Because that’s a celebration, too!
			God is good!

	That’s a great thing about this psalm.
		You can feel the breath of the man who spoke it.
			In its different parts it so much tells a personal tale - a story each of us has, but which each of us tells so uniquely!

	It is the story the psalmist and each of us has, because we found out that we’re in the very greatest of all stories - His Story!
		His-Story - which gives us history!
			And it’s His Story which tells the purpose behind all of history.
	The purpose of the ages which has been revealed in Christ Jesus.
		THAT’S WHY WE HAVE THIS TIME!

	This is the purpose which we declare to this age - whether by the preaching of the Living Word, or by living out His will.
		This is the witness we do now by worshipping together in His Name.
			Because it’s Christ’s Spirit who’s with us in faith.

	It is no other than Christ in us this week who makes life the way it was meant to be.
		His is the Life that was so perfectly lived that when any believer dies there’s joy because he or she is forever in God’s hands!
			Then they have finished what they’re meant to do - just like when Jesus died.

	While we know that life itself must be precious, it’s even truer that when death is precious you know what life is all about.   
		That’s what the death of our Lord tells us.
			But the death of every believer since His death echoes the same.

	So, dear believer, is your life lived in the face of death?
		Do you have that spirit of the apostle Paul?
			Because he was still alive, he saw lots of work for him to do!
				“Fruitful labour” he called it.

	It was the same for King Hezekiah.
		He was used by the LORD to deliver His city and His people from the most devastating enemy - the Assyrians.
			That was fruitful labour which God used to produce the first-fruit Himself - Jesus Christ.

	It’s Jesus, in Matthew 6, who gives this time the true priority - of seeking God’s kingdom and His righteousness.
		There he tells us how to wisely use our time.
			It’s a killer for much of the fashion industry, but it clothes His people with what they really need.

	You see, congregation, the psalmist hasn’t been saved from death so that he can enjoy this life a bit more.
		Quite the opposite!
			He’s living life constantly in the face of death.
				He has the spirit of the puritan preacher who said, “I preach, as if I never should preach again; And, as a dying man, to dying men.” 

	Friend, you are not here for yourself.
		Even a birthday tells us that.
			Because why else do you have a birthday if it wasn’t for the LORD giving you another year?

	And why did He give you that year?
		Certainly not to think about how it’s one less year before the year you die!
			He gave it to you - believer - because He’s not finished with you yet!

	Don’t think otherwise!	
		Amen.


PRAYER:
	Let’s pray...
		O LORD God, 
			How can we begin to express our thanks for all You have done for us - from time immemorial itself!
	But we do so much pray that many more may come to see Your love for themselves, because Your Holy Spirit is opening their eyes, and making them truly see.
		In Jesus’ precious name, we plead, Amen.


